BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON

In the Matter of the application
of the Nebraska Public Ser-

vice Commission, on its own

noti on, seeking to conduct an
investigation into intrastate
access charge reform

Application No. C 1628/ NUSF

MOTI ON DENI ED AND ORDER
CLARI FI ED I N PART

— N N e N

Ent ered: March 30, 1999
BY THE COW SS| ON

A Motion For Rehearing was filed on January 25, 1999, whereby
Western Wrel ess Corporation requested reconsideration of certain portions
of the Conmi ssion's Findings and Concl usions that were outlined in Docket
No. C- 1628 on January 13, 1999. Upon request, an oral argurment was
held in the Comm ssion Heari ng Roomon January 29, 1999.

OPI NI ON FI NDI NGS

Upon consideration of the Mdtion and being fully advised, the
Conmmi ssion is of the opinion and finds that the Mtion For Reconsideration
shoul d be deni ed and the January 13, 1999, Findi ngs and Concl usi ons
Order clarified as set forth bel ow

Western Wrel ess argues that requiring carriers to offer a standard
white page listing in order to be eligible to draw funds fromthe Nebraska
Uni versal Service Fund (NUSF) is inconsistent with the Tel econmmuni cati ons
Act of 1996 because a standard white page listing is not part of the
servi ces supported by the FCC. However, a white page listing is a
requi renent of the Nebraska Universal Service Fund, not the federal high
cost fund. The authorization to create the NUSF cones from Chapter 84,
Article 14 of the Nebraska Revised Statutes. Neb. Rev. Stat. Sec. 86-1408
requires the Conmi ssion to "admnister the fund with the advice of an
advi sory board . " This advisory board reconmended a set of services
t hat shoul d be supported and the Conmi ssion adopted this reconmendati on,
whi ch included a standard white page |isting.

Mor eover, |ocal exchange service in Nebraska has historically included
a standard white page listing. Further, a requirenent for approval of
Conpetitive
Local Exchange Carrier ("CLEC') applications is the offering of a standard
white page listing. This does not nmean that every custonmer has to have a
white page listing, only that each custoner has the "option" of having a
standard white page listing. To naintain the existing |level of service
provi ded
to |l ocal exchange custoners, the Conmi ssion believes that requiring carriers
seeking to draw fromthe NUSF to offer all supported services, including
a standard white page listing, continues to be in the public interest. The
Conmi ssi on does not believe that this requirenment is inconsistent with the
Tel econmuni cati ons Act of 1996.

In the original January 13, 1999, Findings and Concl usions, the
Conmi ssion stated, "only carriers that have inplenented conpliant transition
plans will be eligible for NUSF support.” It was, and still remmins, the
Conmi ssion's position that only Incunmbent Local Exchange Carriers ("ILECs")



be required to file transition plans at this tine in order to recei ve NUSF
support.

ORDER
I T 1S THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service
Commi ssion that the Western Wrel ess' Mtion for Reconsideration is denied.

IT IS FINALLY ORDERED that the January 13, 1999, Findings and
Concl usions entered in Docket No. C 1628 are clarified as set forth above.

MADE AND ENTERED at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 30th day of
Mar ch, 1999.

NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COWM SSI ON
COWM SSI ONERS CONCURRI NG

Chai r man

ATTEST:

Executive Director
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